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FIFTH  NATIONAL  CONGRESS 


OF 


FENIAN   BROTHERHOOD. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  JOINT   CONVENTION 


OF    THE 


Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 


In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Fenian  Brotherhood,  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  Fenian  Brotherhood,  assembled 
at  Harmony  Hall,  in  the  City  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  on  Tuesday, 
September  4th,  1866,  being  summoned  to  that  city  by 
the  following  call  of  the  President. 

Head  Quarters  Fenian  Brotherhood, 
706  Broadway, 

New  York,  August  18M,  1866. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Fenian  Brotherhood, 

Brothers  :  In  accordance  with  Article  11,  Section  10, 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  Fenian  Brotherhood,  it  is  here- 
by ordered,  that  Senate  and  House  of  Delegates  of  the 
F.  B.  assemble  as  a  General  Congress,  in  joint  session,  in 
the  City  of  Troy,  State  of  New  York,  at  noon,  on  Tuesday, 
September  4th,  1866,  for  the  transaction  of  business. 


Had  not  the  Constitution  made  this  call  imperative,  I 
should  have  hesitated  ere  I  called  you  together  at  this 
particular  juncture;  but  I  trust  that  matters  of  such 
moment  to  the  future  of  our  organization,  and  importance 
to  the  cause  of  Ireland's  freedom,  will  claim  your  serious 
attention,  as  to  compensate  you  for  yoi*r  loss  of  time  in 
attending  a  Congress.  And,  indeed,  it  is  fortunate  that 
the  Constitution  leaves  no  option  with  the  President  in 
this  matter,  for  the  present  seems  a  most  appropriate 
time  for  the  Representatives  of  the  Brotherhood  to 
investigate  the  past  workings  of  the  organization,,  and 
take  such  measures  as  in  their  judgment  may  be  deemed 
necessary  to  ensure  success  in  our  future  operations  for 
Irish  Independence. 

I  remain,  Brothers, 

Yours  fraternally, 

WILLIAM  K.  ROBERTS, 
President  Fenian  Brotherhood. 


First  Day's  Session. 

TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER   4th,    18G6. 


At  12  o'clock,  M.  the  House  of  Representatives  was 
called  to  order  by  J.  C.  O'Brien,  of  Rochester, N.Y.,  State 
Centre  F.  B.,  for  that  State,  who  said  that  in  the  absence 
of  Mr.  P.  T.  Ransford,  oc  Pa.,  Clerk  of  the  last  Congress, 
F,  B.,  whose  duty  it  was  to  preside  at  the  opening  meet- 
ing of  the  House,  he  took  the  liberty  of  calling  the  House 
to  order,  and  of  nominating  Gen.  Michael  C.  Murphy,  of 
New  York  City,  as  temporary  speaker  of  the  House. 

The  nomination  was  secouded,  and  carried  unani- 
mously. 

Gen.  Murphy,  then  took  the  chair,  returned  thanks  for 
the  honor  conferred  on  him,  and  declared  the  House 
of  Representatives  duly  opened  for  the  transaction  of 
business. 

On  motion,  J.  C.  O'Brien,  of  N.  Y.,  was  chosen  Clerk 
pro  tern. 


It  was  moved  and  carried,  that  when  House  adjourn,  it 
adjourn  to  meet  at  3  o'clock  P.  M. 

Moved  and  seconded,  that  each  State  and  District  re- 
presented in  the  Congress,  select  a  Delegate  to  serve  on 
a  Committee  on  credentials,  and  that  the  names  so  select- 
ed be  handed  to  tfie  Speaker  at  or  before  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Carried. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  to  meet  at  3  o'clock, 
P.M. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

At  the  hour  appointed  the  House  was  called  to  order 
by  the  Speaker. 

The  Speaker  announced  the  following  Delegates  as  a 
Committee  on  credentials  :  *♦ 

New  York. 

Owen  McGolrick,  Maryland. 

Thomas  Redmond,  Indiana. 

Michael  Mulligan,  District  Manhattan. 

John  Donnelly,  Pennsylvania. 

John  T.  Newett,  District  Philadelphia. 

Leo  H.  DeLange,  New  Jerse}^ 

M.  Duffy,  District  Columbia. 

F.  B.  Gallagher,  District  Buffalo. 

Gregory  F.  Kane,  Massachusetts. 

John  Ganley,  Ohio. 

Thomas  Ringwood,  Connecticut. 

James  McGonigal,  Michigan. 

William  Mangan,  Kentucky. 

Joseph  Pollard,  Rhode  Island. 

M.  W.  Glenn,  Virginia. 

William  McAlheny,  Maine. 

John  O'Neil,  Tennessee. 

Patrick  McShane.  District  Shawmut. 

Thomas  Carroll,  Wisconsin, 

Thomas  Lynch,  Illinois. 

Thomas  McGirr,  District  Chicago. 

On  motion,  a  Committee  of  five  was  appointed  to  ap- 
portion seats  to  the  Delegations  of  the  different  States 
and  Districts. 


Speaker  appointed  following  Committee. 
William  Fleming,  Troy,  N.Y. 


6 

James  Donnelly,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

John  Brennan,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Col.  John  Hoy,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

M.  Dougherty,  Missouri. 

Moved  and  seconded,  that  the  House  adjourn  till  9 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  Wednesday,  September  *5th,  in  order  to 
give  Committee  on  Credentials  time  to  examine  Creden- 
tials of  Delegates.     Carried. 

House  adjourned. 


Second  Day's  Session. 


Pursuant  to  adjournment,  the  House  assembled,  and 
was  called  to  order  by  the  Speaker  pro  tern,  at  9  o'clock, 
A.M. 

On  motion,  House  adjourned  to  meet  at  3  o'clock,  P. 
M.,  in  order  to  give  Committee  on  Credentials  further 
time  to  examine  credentials,  and  make  their  report. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

House  called  to  order  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M.,  pursuant  to 
adjournment.     General  M.  C.  Murphy  in  the  Chair. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  reported  the  names  of 
the  delegates  whose  credentials  were  found  correct. 

Report  of  Committee,  on  motion,  accepted. 

Moved  that  a  Committee  consisting  of  one  from  each 
State  and  District  be  selected  to  nominate  permanent 
Officers  of  the  House.     Carried. 

On  motion,  House  took  a  recess  of  ten  minutes  to  allow 
he  States  and  Districts  to  select  their  representatives  on 
said  committee. 

The  following  Delegates  were  chosen  as  committee  to 
nominate  permanent  officers : 

Patrick  McCarthy,  New  York. 

P.P.  Smith,  District  of  Manhattan. 

John  Eagan,  New  Jersey. 

John  Nealon,  Pennsylvania. 

Philip  O'Neil,  Ohio. 

Owbn  McGolrick,  Maryland. 


Bernard  1).  Brady,  Illinois. 

Edmund  Hogan,  Indiana. 

M.  McQuirk,  Connecticut. 

Colonel  M.  Bailey,  District  of  Buffalo. 

D.  Carrington,  Maine. 

M.  W.  Glenn,  Virginia. 

Thomas  Carroll,  Wisconsin. 

G.  T.  Kane,  Massachusetts. 

Charles  Donahoe,  Rhode  Island. 

Patrick  McShane,  District  of  Shawm ut. 

M.  O'Doherty,  Missouri. 

General  John  O'Neil,  Tennessee. 

T.  McGirr,  District  of  Chicago. 

The  Committee  on  permanent  organization  of  the 
House  reported  as  follows : 

Speaker,     -        -      Gen.  M.  C.  Murphy,  New  York. 
Clerk,        -  J.  C.  O'Brien,  Rochester,  K  Y. 

Sergeaut-at-Arms,      Captain  Bkown,  Troy,  N.  Y. 

General  Murphy  declining,  the  Committee  reported  in 
his  stead  the  name  of  F.  B.  Gallagher,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

On  motion,  report  of  Committee  was  adopted,  and 
Messrs.  Gallagher,  O'Brien  and.  Brown,  were  unanimously 
elected  permanent  officers  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Gallagher  in  the  Chair. 

On  motion,  the  thanks  of  the  House  were  tendered  to 
General  M.  C.  Murphy,  for  the  able  manner  in  which  he 
presided  over  the  preliminary  Sessions. 

On  motion,  a  Committee  of  five  was  appointed  to.  in- 
form the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Delegate,  was  organized 
and  ready  to  go  into  joint  Session  for  the  transaction  of 
business. 

The  Speaker  appointed  as  such  Committee: 

General  John  (J'Neil,  Tennessee. 

P.  O'Day,  New  York. 

G.  V,  Kane,  Massachusetts. 

Owen  McGoldricr,  Maryland. 

Patrick  M'Carthy,  New  York. 

The  Committee  returned  and  reported  that  the  Senate 
was  prepared  to  enter  into  joint  convention. 

The  Senate  having  entered  in  a  body,  the  Speaker 
declared  the  Session  of  the  House  adjourned,  and  the 
joint  convention  of  the  Senate  and  the  House  now  in 
order. 

The  Speaker  then  vacated  the  chair,  which  was  taken 


by  James  Gibbons,  President  of  the  Sena  o,  as  President 
of  the  joint  convention. 

Or.  motion,  a  (  ommittce  of  fi^ewaa  appointed  to  notify 
President  Roberts  that  the  Senate  and  House,  in  joint 
convention,  were  ready  to  receive  any  communication  he 
might  have  to  lay  before  them. 

The  Chair  appointed  as  such   Committee  : 

Gen.  Joh\t  O'Neil,  Tennessee. 

Col.  John  Meehan,  New  Jersey. 

P.  O'Day,  New  York. 

P.  O'Rourke,  District  of  Manhattan. 

J.  W*.  Fitzgerald,  Ohio. 

Moved  that  no  part  whatever  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
Congress  be  given  to  the  public  press,  but  that  they  be 
kept  inviolably  secret ;  carried. 

On  motion,  a  pledge  was  then  administered  that  inviol- 
able secresy  be  preserved  on  all  matters  transacted  in  con- 
vention, except  so  much  thereof  as  shall  be  permitted  to 
delegates  to  impart  to  their  Circles. 

General  O'Neil,  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  wait 
upon  the  President,  reported  that  President,  Roberts 
would  be  prepared  to  deliver  his  message  to  the  joint  con- 
vention at  nine  o'clock,  next  morning.     Report  accepted. 

On  motion,  Congress  adjourned,  to  meet  at  eight  o'clock, 
next  morning. 


Third  Day's  Session. 



Pursuant  to  adjournment,  convention  assembled  at 
eight  o'clock,  A.M.  President  of  Senate  in  chair.  Journal  of 
previous  proceedings  read  by  Clerk,  and  approved. 

Moved  that  Generals  Sweeny,  Spear,  Murphy  and 
Heffernan,  Colonels  Starr  and  Quinn,  and  Messrs.  D. 
O'Sullivan,  J.  Brennan,  W.  J.  Hynes  and  Wm.  McWil- 
liams,  be  admitted  to  the  House,  and  extended  the  privi- 
leges of  the  floor  ;  carried. 

The  President  of  the  Brotherhood  being  duly  presented 
to  the  convention,  delivered  his  message.  (  Vide,  Presi- 
dent's Message.) 

On  motion,  a  Committee  of  five  was  ordered  to  whom 
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was  referred  the   message  of  President  Roberts,  to   take 
into  consideration  the  matters  therein  contained. 

The  C  hair  named  as  such  Committee: 

A.  L.  Morrison,  Missouri. 

P.  J.  Meehan,  New  Jersey. 

D.  C.  Desmond,  Massachusetts. 
James  Donnelly,  Boston,  Mass. 
L.  H.  De  Lange,  New  Jersey. 

On  motion,  the  following  Committee  was  appointed  to 
draft  rules  for  the  government  of  the  Congress. 
J.  W.  Fitzgerald,  Ohio. 

E.  L.  Carey,  New  York. 

G.  G.  Carroll,  Geneva,  N.  Y. 

In  accordance  with  recommendations  in  the  President's 
Message  that  the  convention  appoint : 

1st,  A  Committee  of  Inquiry  on  Civil  Affairs  of  the 
Brotherhood. 

2d,  A  Committee  of  Inquiry  on  Financial  affairs  of  the 
Brotherhood. 

3d,  A  Committee  of  Inquiry  on  Military  affairs  of  the 
Brotherhood. 

4th,  A  Committee  on  Constitution  and  amendments 
thereto. 

5th,  A  Committee  on  an  Address  to  the  people  of 
Ireland,  . 

It  was  moved  and  carried  that,  a  Committee  on  Civil 
Affairs  be  appointed,  to  consist  of  five. 

The  Chair  appointed  as  such  Committee  : 

Captain  Sullivan,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

David  Casey,  Utica,  N.  Y. 

Michael  Moore,  Boston,  Mass. 

Patrick  McCarthy,  Albany. 

Moved  that  a  Committee  of  fifteen  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  financial  affairs  of  the  organization; 
carried. 

The  following  were  nominated  to  serve  on  said  Com- 
mittee, and  on  motion  the  nominations  were  ratified'  by 
the  convention  : 

Richard  Garvey,  District  of  Shawmut. 

Thomas  Cakroll,  Wisconsin. 

Thomas  Lynch,  Illinois. 

D.  Harrington,  Maine. 

Patrick  Donahue,  Pennsylvania. 

G.  F.  Kane,  Massachusetts. 

Owtjn  McGolrick,  Maryland. 
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M.  Duffy,  District  of    Columbia. 

Daniel  Murphy,  New  Jersey. 

Michael  McQuirk,  Connecticut. 

Edmund  Hogan,  Indiana. 

John  Ganley,  Ohio. 

James  Cosgrove,  South  Carolina. 

Joseph  Pollard,  Rhode  Island. 

W.  E.  Rogan,  District  of  Manhattan. 

On  motion,  the  Reports  of  Generals  Sweeny  and 
O'Neil,  were  ordered  to  be  read  to  the  House  by  the 
Clerk. 

On  motion,  adjourned  to  meet  at  2  P.  M. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

At  the  appointed  hour  the  Congress  was  called  to  order, 
by  Mr.  Gibbons,  President  of  convention. 

On  motion,  the  Reports  of  Generals  Murphy  and  Spear, 
made  to  General  Sweeny,  were  read  by  the  Clerk. 

It  was  moved  and  adopted  that  a  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  consist  of  nine  members,  be  appointed. 

The  following  composed  the  Committee: 

J.  W.  Fitzgerald,  Ohio. 

Col.  M.  Bailey,  Buffalo. 

John  Donnelly,  Pennsylvania. 

M.  Duffy,  District  of  Columbia. 

Captain  Thomas  Lynch,  Illinois. 

Major  J.  Pollard,  Rhode  Islaud. 

M.  Barrett,  New  York. 

Captain  Thomas  Redmond,  Indiana. 

Col.  Glenn,  Virginia. 

Moved  that  all  the  Reports  of  Military  Affairs,  with 
accompanying  documents,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Millitary  Affairs,    Carried. 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  a  Committee  of  five  be 
appointed  by  the  chair  on  revision  of  the  Constitution. 

The  following  are  the  Committee. 

Francis  Duffy,  New  Jersey. 

H.  Wilcox,  New  York. 

John  Carlton,  New  Jersey. 

Kibberly,  Massachusetts. 

Capt.  Hugh  Mooney,  Difetrict  Buffalo. 
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The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  read 
by  the  Clerk,  and  on  motion  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

The  Report  of  E.  Donnelly,  Surgeon,  I.  R.  A.  on  the 
killed  and  wounded  at  the  battles  of  Limestone  Ridge 
and  Fort  Erie,  was  read  and  accepted. 

A  telegram  from  the  State  Convention  of  the  Brother- 
hood of  Iowa,  to  the  Congress,  sending  greetiug,  and 
stating  that  their  deliberations  just  closing,  were  marked 
with  the  utmost  harmony  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
inserted  in  the  minutes. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Message  of  President  Roberts,  offered  the 
following  Resolutions,  on  the  recommendations  contained 
therein,  all  of  which  were  adopted  by  Congress  : 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  Representatives  of  the 
F.  B.  in  Congress  assembled,  that  the  thanks  of  the  Irish 
people  are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  General  John 
O'Neil,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  his  command,  who 
at  Limestone  Ridge  and  Fort  Erie,  so  gallantly  upheld 
the  honor  of  our  flag  and  vindicated  the  traditional 
heroism  of  our  race,  proving  in  the  face  of  an  incredu- 
lous world,  that  the  Irish  nationalists  of  the  present  age, 
are  as  ready  to  do  and  dare,  to  suffer  or  to  die,  in  a 
struggle  for  the  liberation  of  their  native  land,  as  were 
the  men  who,  in  the  glorious  though  disastrous  past,  have 
rendered  the  patriot  struggles  of  the  Irish  race  illustrious, 
and  made  the  names  of  iSarsfieid,  Tone,  Fitzgerald,  and 
Emmet,  sacred  to  our  people  and  to  Liberty. 

Resolved^  That  all  the  commissioned  officers  who  under 
Gen.  O'Neil,  honorably  distinguished  themselves  at  the 
action  of  Limestone  Ridge,  receive  a  brevet  of  one  grade 
as  an  acknowledgement  of  their  service,  and  that  the 
non-commissioned  officers  and  men  be  marked  on  a  roll 
of  honor  for  promotion,  as  their  future  conduct  aud  the 
interests  of  the  service  may  justify. 

Resolved^  That  the  memory  of  the  soldiers  who  in  those 
actions  nobly  gave  their  lives  for  the  cause  of  Ireland, 
should  ever  be  kept  green  in  the  hearts  of  their  country- 
men that  while  we  mourn  their  loss  as  brothers,  we 
glory  in  the  fact,  that  they  fell  as  victors,  with  the  flag  of 
tneir  Fathers  floating  in  triumph  abcrve,  and  thfe  ensign  of 
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their  hereditary  foe  trampled  in  the  dust  beneath  them. 
To  their  families  and  relatives  the  tribute  of  the  sympathy 
of  every  Irish  heart  is  justly  due;  and  we  cannot  better 
declare  our  appreciation  of  their  fidelity,  than  by  pledging 
ourselves  to  imitate  their  heroism,  and  if  necessary  their 
sacrifice,  in  furtherance  of  the  cause  for  which  they 
died. 

Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  the  erection  of  a  suitable 
monument  to  their  memory,  be  referred  to  the  President 
and  Senate,  of  the  F.  B.  with  power  to  act  in  the  matter, 
and  to  call  on  the  various  Circles  for  whatever  aid  may  be 
required. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Senate,  of  the  F.  B. 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered,  to  take  the  necessary 
steps  for  the  relief  and  defence  of  the  prisoners  now  held 
by  the  English  authorities  in  Canada,  who  were  captured 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  as  soldiers  of  the  Irish 
Republic. 

Resolved,  That  the  abandonment,  by  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States,  of  the  adopted  citizens,  arrested  with- 
out even  the  color  of  law,  by  the  English  Government  in 
Ireland,  is  a  breach  of  faith  with  those,  who  having  sworn 
allegiance  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  have  a 
right  to  expect  the  protection  which  all  established  Govern- 
ments extend  to  those  who  acknowledge  their  authority ; 
that  it  is  a  dereliction  of  duty  disgraceful  in  the  Executive 
Magistrate  of  a  great  and  free  people;  and  that  the  fact, 
that  the  English  Attorney  General  has  declared  officially, 
that  many  of  those  men,  so  held,  are  soldiers  who  had 
bravely  and  faithfully  defended  the  Republic,  stamps  this 
desertion  of  them  as  an  act  of  the  basest  ingratitude,  calls 
for  the  strongest  condemnation  of  the  American  people, 
upon  whose  national  honor  it  will,  unless  promptly  re- 
pudiated, leave  an  indelible  stain. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Irish  Nation,  and  par- 
ticularly of  the  Irish  Nationalists  in  America,  are  due  to 
those  true  and  noble  Representatives  of  the  American 
people,  who  in  the  Councils  of  the  Republic  have,  with- 
out distinction  of  political  party,  expressed  their  sympathy 
with  the  cause  of  Ireland;  that  the  action  of  the  Repre- 
sentative branch  of  Congress,  in  modifyiug  the  existing, 
obnoxious,  neutrality  law,  shows  that  the  public  senti- 
ment of  America  is  being  awakened  to  the  duty  devolving 
on  them,  to  sympathize  with  every,  effort  for -the  propa- 
gation of  the  principles  of  Republican  freedom';  and  that 
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in  the  coming  Session  of  the  National  Legislature,  we 
look  to  see  both  branches  of  that  body  take  such  action 
as  will  place  the  oppressor  and  oppressed  on  an  equal 
footing  before  the  law,  and  enable  Ameiican  citizens  to 
aid  in  giving  liberty  to  the  down-trodden  of  other  lands, 
without  incurring  the  penalties  which  only  despots  award 
to  those  who  fight  for  Freedom. 

Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  the  Fenian  Brotherhood  is 
an  ogmization  designed  for  the  liberation  of  Ireland, 
and  for  that  purpose  alone,  and  comprises  in  its  ranks  men 
of  all  shades  of  opinion,  it  cannot  under  any  circumstances 
be  connected  with  the  partizan  struggles  of  American 
political  parties;  and  as  the  actions  of  those  who  are  en- 
trusted with  high  official  positions  in  the  Brotherhood  are 
liable  to  be  misinterpreted  to  its  disadvantage,  and  the 
detriment  of  the  cause  in  which  it  is  engaged,  it  is  the 
sense  of  this  Congress,  that  no  officer  of  the  organization 
should  become  a  candidate  for  any  political  office  during 
the  continuance  of  his  connection  with  the  Brotherhood. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  cannot  conclude  its  deli- 
berations without  congratulating  the  Fenian  Brotherhood 
on  the  results  which  their  action  has  produced,  in  elevat- 
ing the  national  character  of  the  Irish  people,  strengthen- 
ing them  in  the  important  attributes  of  self-reliance  and 
self-respect,  in  drawing  them  into  a  closer  union  with  each 
other,  by  establishing  a  league  of  Brotherhood,  in  which 
all  who  love  our  common  country  have  a  common  interest, 
and  teaching  them  to  feel  with  confidence  themselves,  at 
the  same  time  that  they  were  proving  to  the  world,  that 
the  Irish  people  possess  within  their  own  control  all  the 
elements  necessary  to  insure  success  in  their  struggle 
for  Nat:onal  Independence. 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  present  encouraging  posi- 
tion of  the  national  organization,  with  the  full  knowledge 
of  our  circumstances,  assured  as  we  are  of  the  sympathy 
of  all  true  lovers  of  freedom,  with  the  experience  of  the 
past  to  guide  us,  an  abiding  faith  in  the  justice  of  our 
cause,  and  an  humble  trust  in  the  favor  of  an  All-wise 
Providence,  we  hereby  declare  our  unalterable  determina- 
tion to  persevere  to  the  end  in  our  struggles  to  obtain  the 
object  of  our  organization  ;  and  we  here  tell  our  brethern 
at  home,  to  be  of  good  cheer,  for  if  they  but  do  their 
duty  as  we,  with  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  will  do  ours,  by 
our  Fatherland,  the  hour  of  our  redemption  as  a  people 
cannot  be  much  longer  delayed,  and  the  next  generation  of 
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our  race  will  grow  up  as  the  free-born  sons  and  daughters 
of  a  free  and  happy  Nation. 

Moved  by  P.  W.  Dunne,  of  Illinois,  that  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  be  instructed  to  report  some  way  outside  the 
organization,  by  which  we  may  raise  the  requisite  money 
to  enable  us  to  take  the  field  at  an  early  day. 

Moved  in  amendment,  that  said  Committee  be  instruct- 
ed to  consider  the  propriety  of  issuing  bonds  of  the 
denomination  of  one,  three  and  five  dollars.     Carried. 

Motion  as  amended  was  then  carried. 

On  motion,  adjourned  to  meet  at  8  o'clock,  P.  M.    • 

Convention  called  to  order  at  appointed  hour,  and  after 
transaction  of  some  matters  of  detail,  adjourned  until 
8  A.  M.  next  morning. 


Fourth  Day's  Session. 


Congress  called  to  order,  at  8  A.  M.  by  President  of 
Convention. 

Moved  and  carried,  that  the  thanks  of  the  Congress  be 
given  to  J).  O'Sullivan,  W.  J.  Hynes,  James  Brennan, 
and  Wm.  McWilliams,  organizers  for  their  efforts  in  build- 
ing up  the  Fenian  Brotherhood,  and  that  the  Clerk  be  in- 
structed to  furnish  each  of  these  gentlemen  with  a  copy 
of  the  resolution. 

On  motion  adjourned  till  2.30.  P.  M. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Convention  met  according  to  adjournment  at  -2.30, 
P.M. 

Committee  on  Civil  Affairs,  presented  their  report, 
which  wras  on  motion,  received. 

On  motion  it  w*as  carried,  that  the  Senate  be  authorized 
to  re-district  the  United  States,  in  such  manner  as  in  their 
judgment  will  best  conduce  to  the  interests  of  the  or- 
ganization. 

Moved  that  the  Executive  Officers  of  the  F.  B.  be 
authorized  to  employ  central  organizers  to  the  number  of 
not  more  than  one  for  each  State.     Carried. 

On  motion,  adjourned  to  8  P.  M. 


H 

EVENING  SESSION. 

Congress   was   called   to   order  at   8   P.  M.   by  F.  B. 

Gallagher,  Speaker  of  the  House,  in  the  absence  of  Vice 
President  Gibbons. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  Prcsi- 
dent  Roberts,  and  read. 

Troy,  September  7th,  1866. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Delegates  of  the 
Fenian  Brotherhood,  in  Joint  Session  of  Congress  Assembled. 

Gentlemen: — T  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  your  Honor- 
able body  to  the  consideration  of  the  matter  of  giving 
bonds  of  the  Irish  Republic,  to  those  Circles  which  ex- 
pended money  in  the  transportation  of  troops  to  the 
front  Applications  are  constantly  being  made  to  Head- 
quarters on  this  subject,  and  I  have  not  as  yet  given  any 
decision  in  1;he  matter.  It  is  one  that  calls  for  much  con- 
sideration at  your  hands,  and  I  trust  will  receive  it.  In 
some  cases  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  it  would 
be  but  justice  to  give  bonds;  in  other  cases,  where  I  be- 
lieve money  has  been  squandered  by  those  intrusted  with 
it,  I  do  not  feel  justified  in  giving  the  bonds  of  the 
Brotherhood  in  return.  However,  I  think  it  better,  that 
this  Congress  should  decide. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

WILLIAM  R.  ROBERTS, 
President  Fenian  Brotherhood. 

On  motion,  the  communication  was  received  and  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Finance. 

On  motion,  Congress  adjourned  till  8.  30.  o'clock,  next 
morning. 

Fifth  Day's  Session. 


Convention   called  to  order  at  8.30.  A.  M.  by  Speaker. 

The  report  of  Finance  Committee  read,  and  on  motion, 
was  adopted. 

(vide  abstract  of  Report.) 

The  following  preambles  and  resolution  were  offered  by 
Capt.  Mahony,  and  adopted. 

Whereas,  The  resolutions  on  the  President's  Message 
relative  to  the  erection  of  a  suitable  monument  to  the 
killed  of  the  Irish  army,  who  fell  upon  the  Niagara 
frontier,  has  passed  this  House,  and  been  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate for  final  action ;  and 
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Whereas,  The  deeds  to  be  commemorated  in  said 
monument  are  National,  performed  for  the  honor  and 
glory  of  the  whole  Irish  race,  therefore  ;  be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion   of   this   Congress,   the 

whole   Irish  people  of  America  ought  to  participate  in 

the  honor  of  commemorating:  the  brave  men  who  offered 

•     •  • 
up  their  lives  for  the  honor  of  the  Irish  people,  and  for 

th^liberation  of  Ireland  ;  and  that  the  Senate  be  recom- 
mended to  consider  the  propriety  of  taking  up  a  subscrip- 
tion of  a  small  sum  from  every  Irish  person  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  the  pro- 
posed monument. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  issue  Bond 
Certificates  for  one,  three  and  five  dollars,  convertible  into 
bonds  in  sums  of  not  less  than  ten  dollars. 

On  motion  of  J.  C.  O'Brien,  it  was  resolved,  that  a  call 
of  ten  dollars,  per  capita,  be  levied,  upon  each  and  every 
member  of  the  Feuian  Brotherhood,  to  be  transmitted  to 
Headquarters. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  2.30,  P.  M. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Congress  called  to  order  at  appointed  hour. 

On  motion,  Committee  on  Constitution  made  their  report 
to  the  House,  which  was  received,  and  with  some  amend- 
ments, was  adopted  section  by  section. 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  was  read,  and  the  recommendations  therein  con- 
tained, were  adopted. 

After  the  reading  of  the  report,  General  Sweeney  ten- 
dered his  resignation  as  Secretary  of  War  of  the  Fenian 
Brotherhood.     On  motion,  resignation  was  received. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  recommend  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Fenian  Brotherhood,  the  appointment  of 
General  Sweeny  as  commander  of  the  Irish  Republican 
Army. 

The  following  was  adopted: 

Moved,  as  the  sense  of  this  Congress,  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  be  instructed  to  pay  no  military  of- 
ficer any  money  for  services  in  the  past;  and,  further, 
that  on  the  recommendation  of  their  commanding  officers, 
the  families  of  the  Irish  soldiers  in  prison  in  Canada,  and 
those   Irish   soldiers  killed,  or  wounded,   at  Limestone 


17 

Ridge,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  persons  in  their 
families,  be  furnished  with  assistance. 

On  motion,  the  following  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  take  charge  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Congress,  and 
prepare  a  digest  for  the  information  of  Circles  : 

James  Gibbons,  Pennsylvania. 

D.  0' Sullivan,  New  York. 

J.  C.  O'Brien,  New  York. 

Moved  and  carried,  that  there  be  a  committee  of  three 
appointed  by  the  Speaker  to  prepare  addresses  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  and  the  United  States. 

The  following  were  named  such  Committee : 

James  Gibbons, 

D.  O'Sullivan, 

J.  C.  O'Brien. 

The   following  was  offered   by   A.  L.  Morrison,    and 

carried. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  General 
N.  P.  Banks,  and  others  who  exerted  themselves  in  be- 
half of  our  cause,  are  eminently  entitled  to  the  gratitude 
of  the  Irish  people,  for  their  eloquent  and  manly  defense 
of  the  cause  of  Ireland  in  the  National  Legislature,  and 
for  the  masterly  exposure  of  the  infamous  neutrality 
law. 

On  motion,  the  thanks  of  the  House  were  tendered  to 
the  Fenian  Brotherhood  of  Troy,  and  to  Captain  Brown, 
Sergeant- at- Arms,  for  their  courtesy,  kindness,  and  effici- 
ency during  the  present  Session  of  Congress. 

Moved  and  carried,  that  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  be 
tendered  to  all  the  brave  men  who  went  forth  to  light  the 
battle  of  Irish  Independence. 

On  motion,  a  Committee  of  one  from  each  State  and 
District  was  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  nameing  candi- 
dates for  the  office  of  Senators. 

The  committee  on  nomination  of  Senators  having  re- 
ported the  following  were  elected  Senators: 

F.  B.  Gallagher,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

P.  J.  Meehan,  New  Jersey. 

Wm.  Fleming,  Troy  N.  Y. 

A.  L.  Morrison,  Missouri. 

John  C.  O'Brien,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

James  Gibbons,  Pennsylvania.  * 

Thomas  Redmond,  Indiana. 

Michael  McQdirk,  Connecticut. 

John  Carlton,  New  Jersey. 
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On  motion  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Joint  Convention 
proceed  to  the  election  of  a  President  of  the  Brother- 
hood. 

On  motion,  Congress  directed  the  Speaker  to  cast  a 
single  ballot  for  President,  with  the  name  on  it  of  the 
only  choice  of  the  Brotherhood,  W.  R  Roberts. 

The  announcement  of  his  election  was  received  with 
great  applause. 

On  motion,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  J.  C.  O'Brien, 
Clerk  of  the  Congress,  for  the  ability  and  faithfulness  ex- 
hibited in  the  discharge  of  his  onerous  duties. 

Moved  and  carried,  that  the  thanks  of  the  Congress  be 
tendered  to  the  Misses  Kenney's,  Miss  Donnell}7,  and 
others,  for  the  beautiful  manner  in  which  they  decorated 
the  Hall  for  the  use  of  the  Congress. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  thanks  of  the 
Congress  be  tendered  to  P.  W.  Dunne,  Secretary  of  Trea- 
sury of  the  F.  B.,  and  to  Edward  L.  Carey,  Treasurer  of 
the  F.  B.,  for  the  able  and  faithful  manner  in  which  they 
discharged  their  duties  to  the  Brotherhood  as  such 
officers. 

Moved  and  carried,  that  a  vote  of  thanks  by  the  Con- 
gress be  extended  to  the  people  of  Buffalo  for  their  kind- 
ness to  the  soldiers  of  the  Irish  Republican  Array,  in  their 
late  movement  on  Canada. 

Moved  and  carried,  that  the  people  of  all  other  towns, 
which  gave  aid  to  the  Irish  soldiers,  receive  the  thanks  of 
the  Congress, 

On  motion,  a  committee  of  three  was  appointed  to 
name  permanent  officers  for  the  House,  in  place  of  F.  B. 
Gallagher,  Speaker,  and  J.  C.  O'Brien,  Clerk,  who  were 
elected  Senators. 

The  Committee  reported  J.  W.  Fitzgerald,  of  Ohio,  as 
Speaker,  and  G.  G.  Carroll,  of  New  York,  as  Clerk,  who 
were  elected. 

Moved  by  P.  W.  Dunne,  that  the  Senate  be  instructed  to 
take  immediate  steps  to  regain  possession  of  all  arms  and 
ammunition  seized  by  the  United  States  authorities. 
Carried. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  monthly  reports 
shall  contain  a  statement  from  the  Military  Department 
of  the  quantity  and  quality  of  all  military  stores  on  hand, 
and  where  located,  whenever  the  same  shall  not  conflict 
with  the  interests  of  the  organization. 

On  motion,  Congress  adjourned  sine  die. 


Message  of  William  R.  Roberts,  President 
of  the  Fenian  Brotherhood. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Delegates 

of  the  Fenian  Brotherhood : 

You  are  assembled  in  the  fourth  annual  Congress  since 
the  formation  of  the  Fenian  Brotherhood,  to  counsel  in- 
vestigate and  legislate.  Coming  from  all  sections  of  this 
vast  continent,  inspired,  as  I  believe  you  to  be,  by  a  sole 
desire  to  advance  the  cause  of  Ireland's  Independence, 
yon  give  evidence  by  your  presence  here  to-day  of  your 
unfaltering  devotion  to  the  honor  and  interests  of  that 
land,  whose  historic  martyrdom  and  hallowed  memories 
blended,  with  every  fibre  of  your  natures,  the  exalted  pas- 
sions and  hopes,  which  have  distinguished  the  honored 
and  self-sacriiicing  of  our  race  in  every  age. 

Many  of  you  participate  for  the  first  time  in  a  general 
Congress— others  have  taken  part  in  the  deliberations  of 
each  and  every  one  held  ;  and  I  am  gratified  to  see  them 
still  active  in  the  cause  and  watchful  of  its  interests  and 
honor. 

The  Fenian  "Brotherhood  has  rather  an  old  existence, 
although  of  modern  growth  ;  and  its  present  strength 
and  influence,  if  wisely  directed,  afford  but  a  foreshadow- 
ing of  its  future  magnitude  and  usefulness. 

ft  has  been  conducted,  since  the  Chicago  Congress, 
November,  1863,  (from  which  period  and  event  it  should 
date  its  real  birth,)  according  to  American  theories  of  Re- 
publican government.  At  that  Congress,  the  Brotherhood 
was  declared  a  distinct  and  independent  organization,  with 
Headquarters  within  the  United  States  and  other  portions 
of  America,  Its  object  was  to  aid  in  freeing  Ireland,  and  to 
act  in  concert  with  any  power  or  organization  having 
that  end  in  view,  but  more  especially  with  one  known  as 
the   Irish    Revolutionary    Brotherhood,   whose    plan   of 
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organization  was  tirst  conceived  in  1849,  by  Jarnes  Fen- 
ton  Lalor  and  Joseph  Brennan,  who  then  had  a  very 
resolute  and  powerful  body  of  men  organized  iu  the 
City  of  Dublin. 

At  one  time  a  plan  was  matured  for  the  capture  of  the 
Castle,  and  the  principal  fortified  plaoes  in  Dublin,  on  a 
particular  night ;  and  although  every  thing  promised 
well,  to  within  a  few  hours  of  the  time  to  commence,  an 
unforeseen  circumstance  frustrated  the  design,  and  the 
organization  was  shortly  after  abandoned.  Brennan  and 
Lalor  were  too  pure-minded  as  patriots,  and  too  honor- 
able as  men,  to  embrace  the  modern  patriotism  of  their 
successors,  and  by  pretending  to  the  possession  of  a 
power  they  had  not,  maintain  themselves  in  idle  com- 
petency, and  defraud  their  race  under  pretence  of  giving 
liberty  to  Ireland. 

This  was  a  feature  of  Irish  patriotism  comparatively  un- 
known, until  developed  by  the  two  chiefs,  who  ruled  in 
Dublin  and  New  York,  and  who  so  thoroughly  under- 
stood each  others  aims  and  motives. 

They  adopted  for  Ireland  the  plan  of  Lalor,  with  the 
additional  feature  of  the  Repeal  Rent;  so  that  the  creature 
comforts  should  not  be  wanting,  while  apparently  pre- 
paring for  revolution.  I  say  apparently,  because  the 
proofs  are  ample  and  convincing,  that,  up  to  the  assem- 
bling of  the  Chicago  Congress,  in  November,  1863,  the 
organizations  both  in  Ireland  and  America,  were  very 
insignificant,  and  that,  in  Ireland,  there  was  no  arms  or 
material  of  war  worth  mentioning,  although,  James 
Stephens  certified,  with  his  own  hand,  in  1858,  and  the 
paper  is  still  in  existence, 'that  there  were  fifteen  thousand 
stand  of  arms  then  in  the  possession  of  the  organization 
in  Ireland.  This  we  knowT  to  be  untrue — because  we  had 
the  evidence,  from  his  own  agents,  before  the  deposition 
of  John  O'Mahony,  that  there  were  but  eight  thousand 
stand  of  arms,  altogether,  belonging  to  the  I,  R.  B.  And 
this  included  pistols,  shot  guns  and  rifles,  most  of  which 
were  collected  or  paid  for  by  the  members  of  the  I.  R.  B. 
themselves.  So  that,  instead  of  the  war  material  increas- 
ing between  1858  and  1865,  it  was  reduced  nearly  fifty 
per  cent.,  if  the  first  statement  were  true.  We  have  it  on 
the  authority  of  O'Mahony,  who  went  to  Ireland  in  1860  or 
'61,  on  a  tour  of  inspection,  that  there  was  scarcely  any 
organization  in  Ireland,  and  that,  so  as  to  enable  him  to 
report  favorably  to  his  friends  who  deputed  him,  they 
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organized  a  body  of  men  in  Dublin,  as  a  nucleus  for  the 
uture  organization.  I  also  have  it  on  the  authority  of 
Michael  Scanlan,  whose  word  I  have  every  reason  to 
believe,  that  H.  O'C.  McCarthy,  on  his  return  from  Ire- 
land, in  the  summer  of  1863,  said  that  the  representa- 
tions of  Stephens,  when  in  America,  about  the  strength 
ot  the  I.  R.  B.  were  absolutely  false;  and  that  there  was 
no  organized  body  of  men  in  Ireland  powerful  enough 
to  commence  a  revolution  with  the  slightest  hope  of 
success,  at  the  time  named  by  Stephens,  when  he  promised 
that  he  would  commence  the  light  by  a  certain  date, 
provided  he  received  a  certaiu  sum  of  money.  These  facts 
were  kept  from  even  the  leading  men  here,  fearing  that 
it  would  have  an  injurious  effect  upon  the  organization; 
and  the  most  exaggerated  statements  were  made,  on  this 
side,  of  the  strength  of  the  I.  R.  B.,  while  mysterious  and 
bombastic  accounts  were  sent  through  the  press  to  Ire- 
land about  the  organization  in  America,  at  a  time  when 
its  numbers  were  so  few,  and  its  resources  so  meagre, 
that  it  barely  mantained  a  few  professional  hangers-on, in 
a  dingy  hole  in  Centre  street,  with  an  occasional  dividend 
sent  to  Dublin,  where  the  chief  reliance  depended  upon 
money  collected  by  Stephens,  when  in  America,  and  the 
proceeds  of  the  Chicago  Fair,  over  which  he  and 
O'Mahony  quarreled  in  so  bitter  a  manner  as  to  array  the 
F.  B.  thenceforth  into  two  camps,  one  swearing  by 
O'Mahony,  and  the  other  blindly  worshiping  Stephens, 
who  in  his  tour  through  this  country  secretly  poisoned 
the  minds  of  leading  Fenians  against  the  Head  Centre, 
while  he  in  turn  was  continually  endeavoring  to  circum- 
vent the  machinations  of  the  C.  E.  and  his  friends. 

Until  1864,  the  I.  R.  B.  were  so  weak  that  they  could 
not  support  a  newspaper,  although  edited  by  men  of 
marked  ability  and  talents ;  and  the  money  for  its 
issue,  and  support,  came  from  this  side  ;  while  the  F.  B. 
in  America,  in  the  Winter  of  that  year,  consisted  of  sixty- 
three  Circles.  And  all  this  was  the  result  of  six  years  of 
leadership  under  O'Mahony  and  Stephens, 

In  1864,  however — the  year  following,  the  Chicago  Con- 
gress, the  Fenian  Brotherhood  increased  five  hundred  per 
cent.,  through  the  practical  and  patriotic  exertions  of 
such  men  as  H.  O'C.  McCarthy,  Dunne,  Scanlan,  Gib- 
bons, Fitzgerald,  of  Cincinnati ;  W.  Sullivan,  of  Tiffin ; 
and  Wm.  Moran,  of  St.  Louis,  They  built  up  the  founda- 
tions of  a  great;  organization  around  the  useless,  though 
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Ornamental,  figure  head,  Which  adorned  a  garret  in  Duane 
street,  and  supplied  the  means  to  support  a  gentleman  of 
leisure,  in  Dublin,  with  a  Lost  of  chqucrs  ;  who  instead  of 
remaining  as  of  old,  an  humble  supplicant  for  Irish  Ameri- 
can alms,  became,  as  the  amounts  v\ith  which  he  was  fed 
increased,  first  importunate,  then  domineering:  and  finally, 
when  he  thought  the  time  had  arrived  for  him  to  profit 
by  the  false  fame,  which  our  ignorance  of  the  man  had 
built  up  for  him  in  America,  he  assumed  the  authority  of 
a  self-constituted  despot,  and  sought  to  hurl  his  puny 
thunderbolts  at  the  men  to  whom  he  was  indebted  for  the 
undeserved  honors  he  received  and  the  money  which  he 
unquestionably  squandered. 

It  was  in  1865,  however,  that  the  Fenian  Brotherhood 
grew  with  rapid  strides  to  gigantic  proportions  :  and  the 
I.  E.  B.,  encouraged  by  our  strength,  and  aided  with  our 
means,  which  in  this  year  amounted  to  very  large  sums, 
became  strong  and  powerful  in  numbers, 

In  America  the  increase  was  particularly  noticeable  in 
the  Northern  and  Eastern  States,  in  consequence  of  the 
accession  to  the  Brotherhood  of  men  who  had  reputations 
for  honesty  and  ability,  outside  the  cliques  who  for  years 
represented  the  organization  at  its  official  headquarters, 
and  kept  men  of  character  from  linking  themselves  with 
the  Brotherhood.  The  new  Constitution,  adopted  at  Cin- 
cinnati, in  January,  1865,  gave  a  representative  character 
to  the  Brotherhood,  and  appeared  to  offer  an  opportunity 
to  patriotic  men  to  aid  the  cause  of  Irish  Liberty.  Some  of 
them  joined  the  Central  Council,  which  was  elected  at 
Cincinnati;  and  I  am  proud  to  say  to-day,  that  with  one 
exeception,  that  Council,  composed  mostly  of  the  old  and 
tried  men  of  the  Brotherhood,  took  their  stand,  at  the 
time  of  the  impeachment  of  the  Ex-Head  Centre,  on  the 
side  of  honesty  and  the  Constitution. 

In  this  year,  the  number  of  Circles  advanced  from  three 
to  nearly  seven  hundred:  the  members  increased  in  still 
greater  proportion  ;  and  the  receipts  at  Headquarters  multi- 
plied so  vastly  that  where  they  received  five  dollars  in 
1864,  they  received  a  hundred  in  1865;  how  much  xhey 
received  or  how,  or  for  what  it  was  expended  previous  to 
January,  1865,  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain. 

It  is  necessary  that  I  should  refer  at  this  annual  Con- 
gress to  the  proceedings  following  the  Philadelphia  Con- 
gress, which  compelled  your  sagacious  and  patriotic  Senate 
to  foresee  the  satuarnalia  of  dishonesty  inaugarated  in  the 
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jour  trust ;  the  latter  were  enabled,  however,  through  the 
lavish  use  of  the  people's  money,  the  representations  of 
Stephens  in  Dublin,  and  the  manufactured  reports  of 
Envoys  from  Ireland,  who  shared  in  the  plunder,  to  get  a 
fresh  lease  of  power;  and  the  people  deceived  and  bewil- 
dered, though  true  at  heart  to  the  cause  of  Ireland,  gave 
them  even  more  liberally  than  ever  of  their  means,  and  wTere 
justly  punished  for  not  believinsr  the  oaths  of  men  who 
could  have  had  no  other  than  pure  and  patriotic  motives 
in  conscientiously  discharging  a  duty  they  owed  their  own 
characters,  their  constituency,  and  above  all  to  the  honor 
and  best  interests  of  their  native  land. 

For  two  years  the  promised  revolution  in  Ireland  was 
being  postponed  every  six  months  ;  but  it  was  certainly  to 
commence  in  the  Fall  or  Winter  ot  1865.  September  was 
named,  then  October,  then  Kovemberand  December.  The 
newTs  of  the  impeachment  of  O'Mahony  did  not  reach  Ire* 
land  until  the  16th  ot  December,  and  up  to  that  time  no 
revolution  took  place,  although  we  had  sent,  to  James 
Stephens,  in  the  short  interval  of  two  months  preceding 
the  impeachment,  about  $150,000,  and  several  large  sums 
previous!}7 :  but  up  to  that  time,  the  most  favorable  period 
that  ever  occurred  for  the  commencement  of  the  revolu- 
tion by  the  I.  R.  B.,  it  had  not  commenced,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  Stephens  solemnly  pledged  himself 
to  commence  the  Revolution  within  that  year.  And  in 
September,  1865,  he  asserted,  in  the  presence  of  one  of 
our  Senators,  and  a  distinguished  Irishman  in  Dublin,  that 
if  the  light  had  not  commenced  before  twelve  o'clock,  on 
the  night  of  the  31st  of  December,  1865,  he  (James 
Stephens)  would  not  remain  another  hour  in  the  organiza- 
tion. So  that  up  to  the  time  of  the  news  of  O'Mahony's 
impeachment  reaching  Ireland,  no  i evolution  had  com- 
menced, although  every  provocation  had  been  given  by 
England.  The  I.  R.  B.  was  in  its  greatest  strength  ;  the 
Habeas  Corpus  was  not  suspended ;  and  there  were  numer- 
ous Americau  Officers  in  Ireland,  sent  over  by  the  F.  B.; 
but  it  had  not  commenced  up  to  the  night  of  the  16th  of 
December,  when  the  news  from  America  of  the  action  of 
your  Senate  reached  Ireland:  and  yet  there  were  but  fifteBn 
days  remaining  for  Stephens  to  keep  his  solemn  pledge,  so 
often  made,  so  often  broken  ;  and  up  to  that  time  he  re- 
ceived far  more  money  than  he  could  under  the  most 
favorably  circumstances  have  expected.    After  that,  he  en- 
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dorsed  O'Mahony,  and  stopped  at  nothing  to  destroy  and 
vilify  us.  He  appointed  him  as  his  deputy  and  financial 
agent;  he  acknowledged,  so  as  to  get  the  funds,  that  all  he 
ever  uttered  disparagingly  of  his  agent  was  false  ;  and 
he  again  made  promises  for  January,  February,  and  at 
lastly  for  March  ;  but  before  the  last  day  named  arrived,  he 
left  Ireland  without  a  fight;  unless  he  considered  as  such 
the  assassinations,  which  heretofore  have  been  so  foreign 
to  our  country,  and  so  repugnant  to  the  chivalrous,  Chris- 
tian character  of  the  Irish  People. 

After  the  impeachment  of  O'Mahony,  there  existed  two 
organizations  :  but  had  a  revolution  commenced  in  Ire- 
land, with  any  prospects  of  success,  so  that  we  would  not 
be  accessory  to  a  useless,  and,  therefore,  criminal  shed- 
ding of  the  blood  of  our  own  kindred,  there  was  not  a 
resource  at  our  command  that  we  would  not  have  used  to 
aid  them.  This  any  man  of  mind  would  know.  Stephens, 
however,  repudiated  and  crushed  us,  as  he  supposed,  with 
his  vindictive  and  characteristic  effusions,  and  relied  upon 
his  old  co-laborer,  who  he  declared  was  everything  that 
was  great  and  good  ; — on  him  and  his  friends  he  relied, 
and  made  his  promises  to  the  men  in  Ireland  for  a  revolu- 
tion in  January,  February  and  March,  with  a  full  know- 
ledge of  his  position  and  prospects.  So  that  under  no 
actual  circumstances  has  the  action  of  honest  men,  in  their 
separation  from  what  was  false  and  fraudulent,  interfered 
with  even  a  successful  attempt  at  revolution  in  Ireland; 
while  the  whole  responsibility,  morally,  politically  and 
financially,  rests  upon  Stephens  and  his  chosen  aid,  O'Ma- 
hony. The  cpnclusion,  however,  after  reviewing  the  in- 
side history  of  the  whole  movement,  since  1858,  down  to 
1866,  is,  so  far  as  Stephens  and  O'Mahony  are  concerned, 
that  the  organization  was  nourished  by  fraud  and  pro- 
pagated through  falsehood ;  on  this  point,  the  evidence 
now  published  by  their  own  agents  is  conclusive  ;*  and  had 
Stephens  kept  accounts  on  the  other  side,  I  am  convinced, 
as  must  be  every  thinking  man,  that  the  proofs  would  be 
ample  of  a  similar  state  of  afiairs  there. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  and  others  well-known  to  several 
of  similar  ones,  I  deem  it  a  sacred  and  imparative  duty 
we  owe  to  the  true  and  brave  men  of  the  I.  R.  B.  in  Ire- 
land,to  caution  them  against  being  again  deceived  by  the 
wicked  and  falacious  statements  sent  to  Ireland  through 
the  press,  and,  doubtless,  through  other  sources,  about 
their    receiving    the   necessary   aid   from  America  this 

*Moffat  Mansion  expose  by  the  Manhattan  Committee, 
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year,  with  which  to  commence  a  revolution.  You  know, 
that  this  Mr.  Stephens,  is  utterly  powerless  to  do  any 
good  in  America  for  the  cause  of  Ireland  ;  and,  knowing 
this,  it  is  your  duty  to  officially  address  them,  informing 
them  of  the  facts. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  to  this  Congress — the  only  re- 
presentative body  of  Irishmen,  organized  for  Irish  revolu- 
tionary purposes  in  existence, — that  a  committee  of  its  most 
reliable  and  best  informed  men  be  appointed  to  issue  an 
address  to  the  men  in  Ireland,  setting  forth  the  condi- 
tion and  prospects  in  America,  what  they  have  to  expect ; 
and  beseeching  them  not  to  be  wickedly  and  falsely 
led  into  a  premature  rebellion,  by  a  man  who  is  proved 
by  his  past  acts  utterly  unworthy  of  their  confidence. 
You  owe  this  duty  to  your  gallant  and  suffering  brothers 
at  home ;  and,  as  God  is  my  judge,  I  but  discharge 
what  I  believe  to  be  mine,  in  giving  this  condensed 
history  of  the  past  I  am  not  and  have  not  been  in- 
fluenced in  the  slightest  degree  by  personal  feelings,  in 
doing  so.  Much  as  I  abhor  the  acts  of  these  men,  I 
should  never  refer  to  them  in  a  document  of  this  charac- 
ter, did  I  not  feel  that  it  was  a  duty  I  owed  to  the  Irish 
Apeople  in  Ireland,  whose  lives  and  happiness  cannot  be 
"teft  the  imaginary  property  of  a  self-constituted  leader — 
^  njsryto  be  used  as  may  best  suit  his  caprice,  his  passions,  or 
y    his  interests. 

When  last  you  assembled  in  extra  Session,  at  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania,  the  organization,  or  at  least  that  portion  of 
it  which  remained  true  to ,  the  Constitution,  were  dis- 
couraged at  their  condition,  and  almost  hopeless  of  the 
future.  The  attendance  was  not  large;  but  what  we 
lacked  in  numbers,  was  more  than  compensated  "for  by 
the  patriotism  of  its  members,  and  a  determination  to 
place  our  record  right  before  the  world,  and  to  redeem, 
at  all  hazards,  the  character  of  the  Irish  people,  so  far  as 
it  was  involved  by  the  disreputable  acts  of  the  old  officers 
of  the  Brotherhood.  All  we  required  to  enable  us  to  ac- 
complish this  was  money.  We  knew  well  that,  when  the 
hour  should  arrive  to  give  the  command  to  march,  there 
would  be  no  lack  of  Irish  soldiers  to  pay,  with  the  points 
of  their  glistening  bayonets,  God's  vengance  to  England 
for  the  centuries  of  cruel  aud  unfeeling  oppression  in- 
flicted upon  the  Irish  people.  But  how  to  get  the  means, 
after  the  cruel  deception  which  had  just  been  practiced 
upon  them,  and  after  the  exhausting  drain  upon   their 
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resources,  made  by  previous  demands,  was    certainty   a 

perplexing  question.  Had  we  failed  then,  the  world 
would  never  be  convinced  of  our  honesty  or  good  inten- 
tions. We  persevered,  however,  knowing  that  our  cause 
was  a  righteous  one,  and  trusting  to  the  patriotism  of  our 
people;  and,  all  things  considered,  the  majority  of  the 
Circles  did  nobly,  while  a  large  minority  were  either  too 
poor  or  lukewarm  to  contribute.  Doubtless  they  felt  the 
effects  of  the  terrible  and  bitter  hostility  with  which  they 
were  assailed  by  the  factionists  of  the  now  defunct  or- 
ganization, some  of  whom  unquestionably  would  rather 
see  England  triumph,  than  that  we  should  succeed.  Our 
receipts  though  small  were  husbanded,  while  the  other 
branch  was  lavishing  immense  sums,  corrupting  every 
avenue  of  public  opinion,  so  as  to  crush  us.  But,  we 
knew  we  stood  upon  an  immovable  foundation  of  honesty 
and  patriotic  purposes,  and  that  they  were  playing  a  des- 
perate game,  which  could  not  last  long — that  the  first 
false  step  would  destroy  them,  and  expose  their  whole 
movement,  if  it  did  not  previously  crumble  to  atoms  from 
its  own  inherent  rottenness.  Our  surmises  were  correct, 
and  the  Campo  Bello  scheme  ;  conceived  for  the  double 
purpose  of  crushing  us.  and  covering  up,  by  the  open  ex- 
penditure of  some  ten  thousand  dollars,  for  materials  of 
war  and  transportation,  the  frauds  perpetrated  upon  the 
Brotherhood,  to  an  amount  certainly  equal  to  a  quarter  of 
a-  million  of  dollars.  The  Brotherhood  may  be  surprised 
when  they  learn  that  two  of  Stephens'  so-called  Envoys, 
and  who  are  still  in  his  pay,  approved  of  the  expedition, 
and  shared  largely  the  division  of  the  funds  remaining 
when  they  saw  the  collapse  at  hand  ;  and,  had  it  been  suc- 
cessful in  breaking  up  our  organization,  there  can  be  no 
question,  but  the  so-called  C.  U.  I.  R.  would  have  exulted 
at  the  result,  as  worthy  his  chamelion-like  character  and 
principles  It  failed,  however,  and  brought  about  the 
very  end  it  was  intended  to  postpone:  but  the  effect  of 
their  failure  did  not  stop  at  their  own  doors— it  extended 
to  ours,  and  although  it  verified  the  judgment  we  passed 
upon  them,  still  our  men  became  desponding  and  im- 
patient, especially,  as  the  time  had  gone  by  when  our 
movement  was  expected  to  begin;  for  on  the  17th  of 
January,  the  War  Department  issued  an  address,  without 
my  authority,  promising  that  if  the  means  were  forth- 
coming, our  armies  would  have  fought  their  first  battle, 
and  won  their  first  fight  before  three  months.    On  the  1st 
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of  April,  therefore,  seeing  that  not  one-fourth  of  the  means 
required  at  the  Pittsburgh  Congress  had  been  received  at 
Headquarters,  I  resolved  that  we  should  make  one  more 
effort  to  procure  the  sinews  of  war,  and  failing  this,  to  let 
the  Brotherhood  decide  what  course  the  organization 
should  pursue  in  the  future,  knowing,  also,  that  those 
who  contributed,  as  well  as  the  outside  world,  who 
imagined  that  we  received  vast  sums  of  money,  expect- 
ed an  attack- on  the  enemy,  and  knowing  also  that  if  we 
continued  longer  in  a  state  of  military  inactivity,  the 
regular  and  necessary  expenses  of  the  organization  would 
consume  the  greater  portion  of  the  funds  on  hand.  I, 
therefore,  on  the  4th  of  April,  after  consulting  with  some 
of  our  friends,  addressed  a  secret  circular  to  the  Brother- 
hood, informing  them  of  the  want  of  means,  demanding 
that  the  pledges  made  at  Pittsburgh  be  fulfilled,  and  asr 
■serting  that  if  our  armies  were  not  in  the  field,  on  op 
before  the  1st  of  May  ensuing,  I  would  no  longer  be  res^ 
ponsible  for  inaction,  and  that  I  would  not  hold  the  office 
of  President  one  day  longer  than  the  period  named.  To 
their  honor  be  it  said,  and  as  an  indication  of  their  con- 
fidence in  my  pledges,  they  contributed  as  much  in  the 
three  succeeding  weeks  as  they  had  subscribed  altogether 
in  the  six  previous  months.  This,  together  with  heavy 
contributions  of  Senators  Dunne,  Bannon,  Meejian,  Fitzr 
gerald,  Carey,  O'Rourke  and  Fleming,  made  a  sum  which 
there  was  no  possibility  of  increasing  previous  to  our  taking 
the  field.  This  I  anticipated ;  and,  at  a  Session  of  the 
Senate,  about  the  10th  of  April,  I  proposed  to  lead,  in 
conjunction  with  some  prominent  military  men,  a  stated 
number  of  troops,  against  the  enemy  on  or  before  the  1st 
of  May  :  and  guaranteed  to  hold  for  thirty  days,  a  certain, 
section  of  territory,  or  perish  in  the  attempt.  I  knew 
very  well  that  could  we  hold  our  own  for  one  week,  every 
Irishman  worthy  the  name,  and  every  liberal  minded  Am- 
erican, would  rush  to  our  aid  with  contributions  of  such 
magnitude  as  to  enable  us  to  throw  another  and  larger  force 
against  the  most  important  points  of  the  enemy's  territory.. 
There  were  other  very  important  objects  which  this  move- 
ment would  have  accomplished,  that  I  am  not  at  liberty 
to  mention  here.  I  am  fully  convinced,  however,  that  had 
my  proposition  been  acted  on,  the  chances  were  as  nine  to 
one  that  we  would  be  to-day  in  full  possession  of  her 
Brittanic  Majesty's  possessions  in  North  America.  I  was 
overruled,  however,  on  the  ground  that  we  would  not  b§ 
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sufficiently  supplied  with  materials  of  war,  although' we 
moved   in   the  end  with  what  we  could  have  had  then ; 
while  the  interval  between  the  1st  of  May  and  the  1st  of 
June,  scattered,  through  various  causes,  the  troops  who 
were  sworn  in,  and  had  been  long  expecting  an  advance. 
Another    cause    assigned   for   the   delay   was,  that    the 
wealthy  Irishmen   of  the  large  cities,  especially  of  New 
York,  would,  if  properly  appealed  to,  contribute  towards 
a  fund,  to  he  held  by  themselves,  for  the  purchase  of 
arms  and  ammunition.  Some  were  named  who  it  was  said 
would  give  largely.    I  scoffed  at  the  proposition,  and  pro- 
tested against  losing  precious  time  in  appealing  to   men 
whose  patriotism,  if  they  ever  had  anjT,  was  either  cor- 
roded with  the  lust  of  riches,  or  corrupted  by  political 
demagoguism.      Had  we   been  successful,  I  knew  they 
would  have  been  for  the  most  part  our  obsequious  friends 
and  admirers,   and  lectures  would  have  been  written  on 
our  heroic  deeds  and  patriotism  ;  but  to  risk  their  money 
or  their  gilt-edged  gentility  by  any  connection  with  the 
sturdy  and  independent  fellows  called  Fenians,  until  such 
time  as  the  rest  of  the  world  honored  us,  was  not  to  be 
thought  of  for  one  moment.     This  I  well   knew,  and, 
apart  from  the  loss  of  time,  I  had  a  most  decided  objec- 
tion to  go  around  like  a  mendicant,  hat  in  hand,  begging 
men  to  help  their  country,  when  it  was  certain  to  prove  a 
failure.  Still,  as  others  thought  differently,  1  yielded, and  we 
called  on  a  few  in  New  York,  who  we  believed  were  the 
most  likely  to  aid  us.  They  suggested  that  we  call  a  private 
meeting  of  the  principal   men,  and  see  what   could   be 
done.     We  acted  on  this,  and  sent  written  invitations  to 
fifty  of  the  principal  ones  in  New  York  City,  for  a  meet- 
ing at  the  Astor  House,  to  confer  on  matters  of  the  very 
highest  importance  to  the  interests  of  Ireland.    On  going 
there,    at  the  hour  appointed,  the  room  was  free   from 
visitors;  half  an  hour  after  two  had  arrived,  one  wealthy, 
the  other  I  believe  rather  poor.  Another  half  hour  elapsed 
and  there  were  still  but  two  ;  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  more 
passed,  and  the  numbers  not  increasing,  I  concluded  that 
there  would  be  no  occasion  that  day  for  any  patriotic  ap- 
peals from  me ;   so  I  asked  my  associates  if  they  were 
satisfied — which  they  were, — thanked  the  two  gentlemen 
for  their  attendance,  and  left  the  Astor  House,  a  sadder 
but  not  a  wiser  man,  and  determined  to  keep  my  pledge  to 
the  Brotherhood,  to  fight  or  resign  before  the  1st  of  May. 
A  compromise,  however*  was  affected  that  afternoon  in 
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the  Senate;  and  the  Secretary  of  War  wrote  a  pledge,  and 
I  approved  of  it,  that  the  movement  should  certainly  com- 
mence on  the  loth  of  May.  With  this  guarantee,  I  again 
addressed  the  Circles,  stating  that  the  Senate,  Secretary 
of  War,  and  myself,  had  settled  upon  the  final  day, 
beyond  which  we  should  not  go,  without  commencing 
the  movement ;  but  notwithstanding,  it  was  again  post- 
poned to  the  25th,  on  which  day,  I  was  assured  the  attack 
would  be  made.  After  this,  and,  in  fact,  before,  I  had  no 
control  over  it,  save  to  render  all  the  aid  in  my  power — 
to  assist  what  1  did  not  control.  At  the  meeting  of  the 
Senate,  in  April,  it  was  agreed  upon  that  I  should  take 
the  field  with  the  army;  but  at  the  meeting  which  took 
place  previous  to  the  movement,  strong  objection  was 
made  to  my  leaving  Headquarters,  on  the  ground  that  it 
wasindespensable  that  I  should  remain  behind  to  send  re- 
inforcements to  the  men  in  the  field,  and  direct  the  gen- 
eral movements  at  the  central  point. 

I  have,  thus  far,  entered  into  a  statement  of  the  events 
immediately  preceding  the  attack  on  Canada,  in  order 
that  you  and  your  constituents  should  be  thoroughly  in- 
formed thereon,  and  that  many  things  which  may  have 
appeared  strange  to  you  should  be  understood. 

As  I  have  not  received  any  of  the  official  reports  as  yet 
in  relation  to  the  military  movement,  I  am  unable  to 
make  any  detailed  references  to  it  at  present,  except  to 
officially  thank  General  O'Neill,  and  the  officers  and 
soldiers  who  fought  under  his  command,  with  such  skill 
and  distinguished  valor,  at  Limestone  Ridge  and  Fort 
Erie.  I  shall  be  glad  to  approve  of  whatever  action  you 
may  take,  thankiug  them  in  the  name  of  your  constitu- 
ents for  their  heroism,  and  for  the  evidence  which  they 
uave  of  how  the  Irish  men  of  this  as;e  can  fio;ht  for  Ire- 
land  and  liberty. 

I  also  desire  to  offer  my  tribute  of  admiration,  mingled 
with  regret  for  the  patriot  soldiers  of  his  command  who 
lost  their  lives  while  fiffhtinsc  for  the  freedom  of  Ireland. 
They  died  heroes  and  victors  ;  and  their  names  shall  be 
immortal.  I  recommend  that  a  monument  be 'erected  to 
their  memories.  A  subscription  should  be  raised  for  that 
purpose,  or  have  each  Circle  contribute  a  portion  towards 
its  cost ;  and  a  suitable  place  I  have  no  doubt  can  be 
found  for  erection  :  also,  that  the  Congress  pass  a  series  of 
appropriate  resolutions,  and  have  them  suitably  engrossed, 
and  presented  to  the  families    of   the    deceased ;     and 


30 

Send  one  to  every  Circle  of  the  Brotherhood  to  be  hiiiig 
in  their  meeting  room. 

I  alao  recommend  ihat  some  provision  be  made  for  such 
of  the  wounded  as  are  incapacitated  from  earning  a 
maintenance.  The  brave  men  who  suffered  for  Ireland 
must  not  suffer  through  our  coldness  or  neglect.  You  should 
likewise  take  action  regarding  the  prisoners  taken  iu  fair 
and  honorable  warfare,  who  are  still  held  by  the  Canadian 
authorities,  notwithstanding  the  fact,  that,  our  officers  re- 
leased double  the  number  of  theirs.  It  is  true  they  could 
not  have  brought  them  to  the  States  were  they  so  dis- 
posed ;  but,  while  in  our  custody,  they  were  treated  as  pri- 
soners of  war,  and  with  kindness  and  respect ;  and  their 
wounded  were  also  cared  for  by  our  men.  I  would 
strongly  advise  the  Canadian  authorities  to  act  towards 
these  men  in  a  spirit  of  Wisdom,  and  release  them  at  once. 
They  gain  nothing  by  gratifying  a  spirit  of  revenge  in 
their  punishment:  while  a  magnamious  course  will  be  to 
their  advantage.  We  have  not  yet  settled  our  long  ac- 
count with  England,  and  even  if  we  had,  we  can  find 
opportunities  tor  reciprocating  acts  of  kindness,  as  we 
.surely  will  repay  with  interest  any  punishment  or  in- 
dignity inflicted  on  the  soldiers  of  Ireland,  who  fought 
for  her  liberties.  Let  the  Canadian  authorities  remember 
that  it  is  England  we  are  fighting  :  and,  though  we  make 
Canada  the  battle  ground,  it  is  not  from  any  desire  tcr 
injure  the  Canadians.  Let  them  take  heed,  therefore,  that 
they  do  not  add  a  chapter  to  the  history  of  England's 
brutality  to  our  race.  If  a  portion  of  the  Canadians  and 
ourselves  must  be  foes  at  present,  let  us  at  least  be  honor- 
able and  humane  ones. 

I  trust  that  ere  adjourning,  you  will  give  expression  to 
the  just  indignation  you,  in  common  with  every  adopted 
citizen  of  this  Republic,  must  ieel  at  the  pusilanimous 
and  un-American  conduct  of  the  United  States  Execu- 
tive towards  adopted  citizens  abroad.  It  is  not  alone  in 
Ireland  but  on  the  Continent  of  Europe  that  the  protec- 
tion of  the  American  government  has  been  withdrawn, 
from  men  who  in  return  for  the  allegiance  which  they 
Bwore  to  it,  were  promised  protection  to  person  and  pro- 
perty. Now  we  behold  this  compact  violated  by  the  Am- 
erican Executive,  and  men  who  shed  their  blood  to  main- 
tain the  honor,  power,  and  unity  of  this  Republic,  are  left 
to  pine  in  English  dungeons,  at  the  caprice  of  a  despotism 
whose  authority  they  gladly  renounced,  when  they  swore 
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allegiance  to  the  American  Republic,  which  is  bound  by 
every  principle  of  justice,  gratitude  and  national  dignity, 
to  protect  its  citizens  abroad,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
their  rights.  The  time  was,  and  that  within  our  recollec- 
tion, when  this  great  nation  felt  insulted  if  the  liberty  of 
her  citizens  were  infringed  upon  abroad;  and  Kostza  was 
demanded  at  the  cannon's  mouth.  But,  now,  the  meanest 
despotism  ou  earth  can  wound  us  with  impunity ;  and 
our  rulers  are  insensible  to  pain.  Alas!  how  are  the 
mighty  fallen,  and  the  proud  humbled.  Washington 
advised  his  countrymen  to  beware  of  foreign  influence; 
but  his  advice  is  either  forgotten  ordespised,  and  British  in- 
trigue is  now  a  power  behind  the  throne  at  Washington, 
wielding  a  sceptre  over  the  crushed  heart  of  Ireland,  dash- 
ing to  the  earth  the  rising  hopes  of  her  sons,  and  her 
heaven-born  asj  irations  for  independence.  Where  are  the 
sage  and  prophetic  counsels  of  Washington,  and  the 
statemanship  of  Monroe?  Where  the  doctrine  that  this 
Continent  belonged  to  Republicanism,  and  his  sublime 
conception^  uthat  America  owed  to  the  World  a  great  ex- 
ample, and  to  the  cause  of  liberty  and  humanity  a  generous 
support."  Ask  the  Mexican,  the  Chilian,  the  Irish  peo- 
ple, the  American  citizens  in  English  prisons,  the  four 
hundred  Irish  soldiers  who  were  kept  on  board  a  mis- 
erable canal  boat,  exposed  for  four  days  and  nights  to 
the  changes  of  the  elements,  under  the  guns  of  an  Am- 
erican ship.  The  just  and  dignified  laws  which  guarantee 
the  rights  of  the  citizen  are  ignored,  while  the  odious  and 
tyrannic  acts,  miscalled  neutrality  laws,  are  enforced 
against  us,  not  alone  with  rigor,  but  with  a  spirit  that 
plainly  indicated  the  desire,  to  crush  us  with  ignominy  if 
possible.  Why  was  it  that  they  were  not  enforced  against 
the  military  company  raised  at  the  same  time  in  Chicago 
to  fight  in  Canada  for  England.  They  went  and  came, 
the  newspapers  announced  the  fact,  and  yet  we  have  not 
heard  of  their  being  obstructed  by  this  government,  or 
of  any  arrests  being  made,  for  violation  of  these  remark- 
able neutrality  laws.  Well  may  we  ask,  for  what  did  Wash- 
ington and  his  fellow  patriots  fiyht?  Why  did  Cornwallis 
surrended  his  sword  ?  It  should  be  returned  to  his  suc- 
cessor ;   for  England  rules  at  Washington. 

At  present,  as  often  in  the  past,  the  Habeas  Corpus  is 
suspended  in  Ireland,  and  an  Irishman  is  not  certain  of 
his  personal  liberty  for  one  hour.  It  is  also  suspended  in 
her  Majesty's  realm  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  exempli- 
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fying  in  the  clearest  manner,  the  beauties  of  the  British 
Constitution,  the  character  of  English  laws,  and  the  love 
of  Knglish  subjects  for  their  Queen  and  Government. 
In  Ireland  it  seemed  almost  unnecessary  to  suspend  it,  as 
the  trial  there  by  jury  has  always  been  a  solemn  though 
most  disgusting  farce.  But  its  suspension  there  was  the 
only  way  to  reach  American  citizens  who  had  committed 
no  crimes  in  Ireland.  And  to  accomplish  this,  the  flimsy 
veil  of  the  much  boasted  Magna  Charta,  that  seeks  to  hide 
England's  tyranny  from  a  critical  world,  was  flung  away, 
and  English  jails  are  filled  with  good  and  true  Irishmen, 
who  have  merely  sought  to  redress  the  grievous  and  mani- 
fold wrongs  perpetrated  by  England,  against  liberty, 
justice,  religion,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  Irish  people, 
who  have  suffered  for  asres  the  evil  results  of  aristocratic 
despotism,  and  are  to  day  as  unbending  in  their  determi- 
nation to  cast  off  the  connection  with  England  as  they 
have  been  at  any  period  of  their  history. 

I  recommend  that  this  Congress  of  the  Fenian  Brother- 
hood pass  a  resolution  calling  upon  the  American  Con- 
gress to  make  such  modification  of  the  neutrality  laws,  as 
will  place  the  oppressed  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  op- 
pressor, and  comport  with  the  dignity  and  honor  of  this 
great  nation.  Also,  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered  the 
American  House  of  Representatives,  for  the  resolutions 
passed  by  them  expressive  of  their  interest  and  sympathy 
with  our  cause.  Also,  to  General  N".  P.  Banks,  for  his 
eloquent  vindication  of  Irish  Nationality,  and  his  scath- 
ing rebuke  of  England's  oppressive  course  towards  Ire- 
land, delivered  in  his  place  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

I  recommend  that  Congress  appoint  the  following  Com- 
mittees of  Inquiry: 

One  on  Civil  Affairs. 

One  on  Financial  Affairs. 

One  on  Military  Affairs. 

And  one  to  make  such  changes  in  the  Constitution,  as 
this  Congress  may  deem  expedient,  and  which  will  enable 
the  organization  to  work  with  a  strong  directing  power. 

At  the  Pittsburgh  Congress,  I  recommended  that  you 
express  your  detestation  of  members  of  the  organization 
who  would  seek  to  use  it,  by  trading  upon  the  patriotic 
impulses  of  Irish  hearts,  to  secure  for  themselves  political 
sinecures,  and  by  •apparently  working  through  patriotic 
motives  for  Ireland,  in  reality  working  through  selfish 
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ones  for  themselves.  My  sentiments  are  unchanged  in  this 
regard,  and  I  am  strongly  opposed  to  any  officer  of  the 
Brotherhood  holding  a  political  office. 

As  the  term  of  office  of  your  present  Senators  ex- 
pires at  this  Session,  you  will  be  called  upon  to  fill  their 
places  under  whatever  form,  name,  or  term,  the  changes 
which  you  may  make  in  the  Constitution  may  require. 
I  gladly  bear  witness  to  the  zeal,  devotion  and  great 
labors  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  composed  the  Senate. 
The  cause  has  made  no  call  upon  their  time,  patriotism,  or 
means  which  they  have  not  freely  responded  to  ;  ard  Ire- 
land has  few  sons  more  devoted  to  her  interests  and  honor 
than  they  have  been. 

As  my  term  of  office  expires  with  this  Session,  you  will 
be  called  upon  to  elect  my  successor.  You  have  in  the  or- 
ganization men  whos'e  years  of  faithful  services  give 
ample  guarantee  of  their  faithfulness,  and  who,  in  my 
opinion,  are  fully  competent  to  discharge  the  duties^of  the 
office  with  credit  to  themselves  and  advantage  to  the  Bro- 
therhood. Rotation  in  office  is  a  sound  republican 
maxim,  as  long  leases  of  power  are  apt  to  make  men  des- 
potic, and  forget  that  they  are  the  people's  agents,  and  not 
their  masters.  A  change,  therefore,  is  a  wise  and  precau- 
tionary measure,  bringing  perhaps  less  experience  to  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office,  but  bringing  also 
fresh  energy  and  renewed  vigor, — indispensable  qualities 
under  existing  circumstances.  During  my  term  of  office, 
I  have  been  guided  in  all  my  actions  by  the  sole  desire, 
of  how  best  to  serve  the  interests  of  my  native  land; 
every  worldly  object  I  have  endeavored  to  make  subser- 
vient to  it,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  I  could  tram- 
ple under  foot  prejudice,  passion,  enmities,  aye,  even 
friendship  itself,  if  by  so  doing  I  believed  I  could  in- 
crease the  chances  of  Ireland's  independence.  My  course 
in  office,  I  believe,' has  been  a  pretty  bold  one,  if  the  mis- 
representations of  interested  parties  and  newspapers  are  a 
criterion.  I  know  it  has  been  an  independent  one,  caring 
very  little  whether  it  gave  offense,  or  pleasure,  so  long  as 
it  was  wise  and  just,  and  calculated  to  serve  my  native 
land  :  and  personally  my  object  has  been  less  to  float  along 
a  popular  current  than  to  leave  a  record,  as  an  Irishman,  let 
it  be  little  or  much,  that  would  stand  the  test  of  time.  In 
the  future,  as  in  the  past,  the  enemies  of  Ireland  shall  be 
my  enemies,  and  her  friends  my  friends.  This  is  the  true 
doctrine  for  a  Fenian  ;  it  is  the  true  test  of  his  sincerity, 
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it  is  the  proof  of  his  patriotism.  And  I  would  recom- 
mend that  it  be  embodied  in  your  pledge  of  membership, 
and  the  man  who  can  not  take  it,  had  better  remain  out- 
side ;  hie  absence  will  not  injure,  and  his  presence  can 
but  weaken.  It  should  also  be  adopted  as  the  motto  of 
the  Brotherhood;  and  let  mankind  see  that  you  mean  to 
act  up  to  it  to  the  very  letter.    Let  the  test  be — 

Ireland — 
Her  enemies  are  my  enemies, 
Her  friends  are  my  friends. 

Do  this,  and  her  foes  will  decrease,  and  her  friends  will 
multiply.  Your  minds  will  be  as  one — and  your  power 
will  be  mighty.  At  no  period  during  the  career  of  our 
organization,  and  I  might  say,  at  no  time  in  centuries,  has 
there  been  so  promising  an  era  for  the  freedom  of  Ireland 
as  the  present.  Englaud,  our  foe,  the  foe  of  liberty,  the  foe 
of  humanity,  is  groaning  beneath  a  crushing  taxation  and 
a  stupendous  debt;  her  aggresive  power  has  gone,  and  her 
means  of  defense  is  vastly  restricted,  in  consequence  of 
the  sea-going  invention  called  a  "Monitor."  Had  we 
Canada  to-morrow,  with  the  means  to  purchase  half  a 
dozen  of  these,  we  could  destroy  the  British  Navy,  and 
her  mercantile  supremacy  on  the  ocean  ;  we  could  lay 
every  seaport  town  in  England  under  tribute,  or  iu  ashes, 
and  dictate  terms  of  peace,  and  the  unconditional  inde- 
pendence of  Ireland  from  Buckingham  Palace  ;  and  all 
without  sheding  a  drop  of  Irish  blood  on  Irish  soil.  All 
this  is  within  the  grasp  of  the  Irish  race  to-day,  if  they 
are  but  devoted  and  self-sacrificing  enough  to  struggle  for 
it.  No  people  can  become  great  except  through  the  pos- 
session of  great  virtues ;  no  people  can  remain  oppressed 
except  through  the  absence  of  them. 

Have  the  Fenians  and  Irishmen  of  Amerioa  the  virtues 
of  true  patriotism,  self-denial,  wisdom,  and  the  love  of 
Liberty  ?  If  we  have  not,  it  useless  to  attempt  revolution  ; 
we  but  deceive  ourselves  and  mock  the  miseries  of  our 
country.  If  we  have,  then,  indeed,  the  days  of  England's 
tyranny  are  numbered,  and  Ireland's  independence  is  as- 
sured. This  generation  of  Irish-Americans  will  owe  a 
fearful  accountability  to  future  ones,  if  they  do  not  use 
the  great  power  aud  resources  within  their  reach,  to  give 
the  huishing  blow  to  the  tottering  power  of  England,  and 
raise  Ireland  to  the  dignity  of  a  free  and  independent  Na* 
tion.  You  will  need  to  use  diplomacy  in  its  proper  place, 
and  at  the  proper  time  ;  it  is  as  in despen sable  to  national 
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greatness  as  any  other  art  or  power.  And  you  must 
also  prepare  to  give  blows,  sturdy  and  determined 
blows,  at  the  proper  time.  To  do  these  things,  and  do 
them  well,  you  must  expect  to  encounter  the  open  and 
concealed  malice  of  a  venal  press ;  you  will  have  to  meet 
opposition  in  a  thousand  forms,  from  selfish  friends  and 
interested  foes ;  at  one  time  it  will  appear  in  the  form  of 
ridicule,  and  another  in  dishonorable  insinuations  again9t 
those  who  are  faithful  and  true  to  the  cause,  hoping 
thereby  to  impair  your  confidence,  weaken  their  influence, 
and  destroy  our  organization.  But  the  greatest  obstacles 
you  will  have  to  overcome,  the  most  deadly  foes  that  Ire- 
land has  to  day,  are  some  of  the  children  of  her  own 
bosom,  who  use  her  name  as  a  shield,  and  her  misfor- 
tunes as  their  capital :  they  are  inflated  patriots  when  she 
is  to  be  sold,  and  doubting  or  sneering  cowards, 
when  she  calls  upon  them  to  make  sacrifices  for  her 
redemption :  the  purest  motives  are  sure  to  be  mis- 
interpreted by  them;  and  the  most  exalted  virtues,  in 
their  eyes,  become  follies  or  crimes.  If  the  Fenian  Bro- 
therhood became  extinct  to-morrow,  it  would  not  have 
lived  in  vain.  It  has  sown  the  seed  of  self-reliance  in 
the  minds  of  Irish-Americans,  which  will  hereafter  exalt 
our  race  and  country,  whether  we  succeed  or  fail  in  our 
undertaking.  It  is  your  duty  to  strengthen  the  timid,  to 
reasure  the  wavering,  to  mark  the  cowards,  to  discover 
the  false,  and  to  appreciate  the  true,  for  Irelaud's  sake  ; 
and  to  stand  united  as  one  man,  with  one  mind,  and  one 
purpose,  resolute  and  unflinching, 

11  For  God  and  your  Native  Land." 

Again,  Brothers,  I  extend  to  you  a  warm  and  fraternal 
greeting,  and  pray  that  an  All- wise  Providence  may 
bestow  His  divine  wisdom  upon  your  deliberations,  that 
harmony  may  reign  in  your  councils,  and  the  spirit  of  a 
wise  and  unselfish  patriotism  may  govern  your  actions, 
in  order  that  the  hop^s,  which  are  centered  in  you,  may 
not  be  disappointed,  and  that  the  blood  of  our  soldiers, 
so  bravely  and  so  freely  shed,  for  the  freedom  of  Ireland, 
shall  not  have  been  shed  in  vain. 

WILLIAM  R.  ROBERTS, 
President  of  the  Fenian  Brotherhood,  in  the  United  States 

and  other  portions  of  America. 
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